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Aspen Power Catamaran

You can't lave been fn e maring
business very .hm\q r:f the name Ln'r\!,r
Ceraf doesn’t make you sit up and pay
close attention. Certainly one of the
migsl fnnovatioe of the Hikers and
designers in the business and when he
calls, you listen.

Such was the case on a cold day in
mid-November where [ gof to see the
latest from Larry: a 26° proaf of con
cept potper catamaran Iike o ofher
potver cat you've ever seen. Yes if does
hawre twne fulls, but that's where amy
simililarity with any ofher power cal
you've ever seen absolutely sereeches
to a fhalt, so listen carefully. 1V's really
mgre of @ proa with the starboard Tl
slightly wider Haw the port il The
starboard hull alse carrigs the single
Yanmar dicsel Hut powers this amz
g crafl,

T beam of each hull 5 not e
only difference, the line dramings alse
reteals Hhat the foruard sections are
different and slighty toed to port. This
connfers the prop rotation and resulfs
in the wvessel having remarkable
straight ling tracking at any speed.

Hawing only a sivgle engine means
ot only lower constriichion costs bt
also incredible fuel economy withoul
sacrificing a high top end speed. The
beam of the vessel also allotws for huge
imberior volumes meaning creative -
terior layouts with lots of storage.

Encurgh froom me, here is what Larry
Graf has to say about his remarkable
mere craft, You can see the Aspen at the
2009 Seattle Boat Show in Hie North
Hall Beoth 140, or you can call 360-
6684347, the Aspen office.

Comments from Larry Graf,
president and founder of Aspen:

September 16 our 26' test hull
splashed for the first time - how
sweet it 150 The 26's first run was
good, but as is normal, the boat had
a tew glitches-a hose clamp here, a
drip there, but about 30 minutes the
team had her running well and ran
preliminary performance
numbers.Here's what we found:

Straight Line tracking with hands
off the wheel is balanced and true.
This was the biggest unknown in
the design as there were so many
variables involved to get this just
right at each speed. Aspen's patent
pending Self Balancing Power Proa
hull design works delightfully. To-
tal helm correction is just 3 degrees

and it's consistent from Smph to
24mph. Few mono hulls are this
close. The helm is light and bal-
anced at all speeds. Slow speed
tracking and high are direct, pre-
dictable and natural. While run-
ning at any speed yvou have no
sensation at all that it is a single
engine cat.

Top Speed Heavy Ship with the
single Yanmar 110 engine {104 SAE
HP) and a test weight of 7,900
pounds carrying 4 people, 450 gal-
lons of water ballast, tools and gear
was 2lmph. This equates to a 39
Aspen with all tanks full and all
gear and 'FII,‘[]FIE‘ on board. The 39
will be 1-2 mph faster yet in this
heavy ship condition due to its pro-
portionally longer waterline length
and proportionately larger 380Hp
engine. Fuel economy was excep-
tionally good, we used 1.28 gallons
to run a measured & mile course

which equates to 4.8 mpg running
at 17.5 mph. The heavy 26 burns
justa little over 3 gph, which is truly
uxcgﬁptinnal for a 10-ft beam, 7800
pound all sea capable 26,

Top Speed Light ship (6,700
pounds) was 24.5 mph, fuel
economy at 75% power, cruising at
18.8mph was 6 mpg, burning about
3 gph. As many of you know, this is
exceptional performance. The typi-

cal 26-28"er would burn 9-12 gph
¥ TONre.

Fuel Economy at trawler speeds
7.5 mph preliminary testing shows
9-12 mpg depending on load, we
have several adjustments and tests
that could extend this even farther.

When viewing the charts there
are some very unusual efficiencies
available. If you're willing to go 4.5
mph then 18-22mpg is feasible.




