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designer of the 135'x 38’ (41m x 11.6m) catamarans.
F I RST c LA S S Power: 1950-hp (1462-kW) MTU 12V400 MG64+ Tier III

engines with ZF7600 reduction gears, plus after-treatment
: exhaust systems. Nichols Brothers of Freeland, Washington,
| was subcontracted to build the bolt-on superstructure, as
; it did for four 118’ (36m) Kvichak-constructed ferries in

service on San Francisco Bay for WETA.
Kvichak was recently awarded a contract to build a
60’ (18m) catamaran research vessel for the California
Department of Water Resources. Its mission: “monitoring

Around and Around
Vancouver

Aspen Power Catamarans of Burlington, Washington, and
ArrowCat Marine, of neighboring Everetr, successfully com-
pleted the Pacific Yachting Pacific Challenge issued in May
2014.

The Challenge to circumnavigate Vancouver Island burn-
ing only the fuel on board is a timed event for production
powerboats not exceeding 40’ (12.2m) on the waterline. The
Challenge also has a category for powerhoats of less than 30/
(9.1m) LWL, and they may refuel once.

The start/finish line is in the Victoria, British Columbia,
inner harbor. The distance is about 650 miles, depending
on the route chosen. Vancouver Island is the largest island on
North America’s West Coast and the largest Pacific island
east of New Zealand. It is roughly the same length, north to
south, as England. Victoria is the political capital of the
province.

“Pacific Yachting wants to encourage builders to produce
tough, efficient family vessels, and that led to the Pacific
Yachting Pacific Challenge,” said PY editor Dale Miller.
“With currents running up to 16 knots and weather often
kicking up 20’ [6m] seas, the Challenge is a real test of not
only a boat but also the ability and seamanship of skipper

Offers an EXCiting Iine Of and crew. It also gives the builders a chance to, very

quickly, find out if they need to make changes in their
H M future builds.”

ergonomlca"y dESIgned The first vessel to successfully complete the Challenge

. was an Aspen C100 (Aspen Power Catamarans, Burlington,

and CUStomlzable Washington), a 32-footer (9.8m) skippered by Larry Graf,

Aspen'’s founder and owner. It sells for $§287,440. The Aspen

1 started 2 e at 2:55 p.m., 2014, 4 -

helm chalrs started the challenge at 2:55 p.m., June 20, 2014, and fin

ished 47 hours and 5 minutes later.

Taco Marine

o The C100 is a wave-piercing, single-engine, award-winning
made in the USA by multihull proa. Average speed was 13.6 miles per hour (22

‘ kmh), and the total fuel burned was 267 US. gal [1,011 11,
Mileage was 2.43 miles per gal [1 k/11.

experlenced Craftsmen. The C100, with a beam of 10/ (3my), is trailerable without
special permits. Tt has a draft of 3'17(0.9m) and weighs in at
8,400 lbs (3,805 kg). The vessel’'s port hull is narrower than
the starboard hull and has 35% less volume. The engine,
i [5] Taco Metals, Inc. transmission, and driveline are housed in the starboard hull.

800.653.8568 The hull design is patented and in October 2014 was judged

info@TacoMarine.com as the best muliihull in the world in the 30-39" (9.1m-
11.9m) category by the AIM Marine Group editors. (AIM
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water quality, phytoplankton, zooplankton, and benthic
macroinvertebrates in the San Francisco Bay Estuary, San
Pablo Bay Estuary,” as well as inshore on the nearby ocean.

In our 2005 report on Kvichak, smaller boats were
then its mainstay, notably the 41'(12.5m) Response Boat-
Medium, and a variety of oil-spill containment vessels, and
pilot boats.

Kvichak Marine Industries, 469 NW Bowdoin Place,
Seattle, WA 98107 USA, tel. 206-545-8485, fax 206-545-
3504, website www . kvichak.com.

Top—The first boat to complete the Pacific Yachting Pacific
Challenge, a 650-mile cruise around Vancouver Island, Canada,
was the unusual Aspen C100, a 32' (9.8m) proa of sorts, skippered
by Aspen Power Catamarans’ founder, Larry Graf.
Above—Arrowcat Marine's 30" (9.1m) RS averaged 22.18 mph
(35.7 kmh), burning fuel at a rate of 1.3 mpg (0.55 km/L).

publishes PassageMaker, Power & Motoryacht, Sail, and
Yachts International.)

Arroweat Marine was the second builder to accept the
Challenge. Arrowcat entered one of its 30' RS high-speed
planing cats powered by a pair of 200-hp (150-kW) Mercury
Verado outboards. With a waterline length of less than 30’
the Arrowcat entry was allowed by the Challenge rules to
refuel ence, which it did in Barkley Sound at Ucluelet,

Skippered by Arrowcat’s president, Kim Stebbens, the RS
30 left the dock in Victoria on August 22 and completed the

rinac
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Genuine Marine

“We Help Build Better Boats”
Since 2004

Component Sourcing for Boatbuilders
and Refitters Worldwide

T |
Electrical

+ Cirouit Breaker Panels

+ Status & Adarm Panels

+ Switches & Relays

» Lighting Fixtures

» Entertainment Equipment

Hardware

= Ancharing

+ Deck Fittings

» Hinges and Latches
= Gas Springs

- Portlights 4 ﬁf‘-«
+ Fenders and Dock Lines 2 l ;} -
+ Thru hull Fittings i

« Swim Ladders
* Rigging Hardware

EVA Fendering

» Rubrail Fendering
+ Sponsons

= Dock Fendering
« Portable Fenders
= Custom Shapes and Sizes

genuinemarine.us
North America | Asia | Europe

844-436-6274
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Bad ODORS

TURNING ¥YOUR

“While many cruisers have their own favorite brand
or variety of sanitation hose, after having changed
thousands of feet of the stuff, I've found that hose

made from E.P.D.M. synthetic rubber available in both

black and white - lasts the longest and remains resistant

to odor permeation. In fact, in all the years I've
used Trident Hose, my brand of choice, I've
never had to replace a single foot as a result of
permeation.”

Renowned Marine Consuliant

Steve D'Antonio

As seen in Cruising World,
www.stevedmarineconsulting.com

August 17, 2010

TRIDENT
MARINE

The highest quality Sanitation
Hose on the market. Period.

See us at IBEX Booth 2107 BRI AR Ry MR g

www.tridentmarine.com
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circumnavigation in 28 hours, 59 minutes. The total fuel burn
for the 643 miles traveled was 494 U.S. gallons (1,870 1),
and the vessel averaged 22,18 miles per hour (357 kmh).
Mileage was 1.3 miles per U.S. gal (0.6 km/L). Arrowcat,
like Aspen, had two crew members onboard.

Arrowceat’s RS 30 has an overall length of 3010" (9.4m)
with a 10’ beam. Draft, with engines down, is 30" (76cm),
and dry weight is 7,500 Ibs (3,398 kg). While the basic
Arrowcats are built offshore, all design, engineering, plan-
ning, and commissicning are done at the company shop in
Everett, Washington.

“We were happy that two local builders were the first to
accept the challenge,” said Miller. “Both vessels, although
substantially different in concept and design, are modestly
priced family cruisers. By successfully completing the PY
Pacific Challenge, they have proven their boats can operate
safely and efficiently in the tough Pacific Northwesl waters.”

Both challengers reported having to reduce speed after
rounding the northern tip of the island and starting down
the west coast. The Aspen crew found themselves in 1012
(3m-3.7m) standing waves, brought about by a combina-
tion of current, tides, and the remains of a gale flowing
down from Alaska. The Arrowcat crew ran into a 10’ swell
topped off with a 2/(0.6m) wind chop. They hauled back
the throttles and spent from ahout 3 a.m. until daylight
making only 6-7 knots, not a comfortable speed for a high-
speed planing cat.

A Boat, an Online Event

Stephen Boden, 47, a native of Hamburg, Germany, and
author of two books on minimalist cruising aboard small
sailboats, decided that to venture farther than his 187 (5.4m)
model would take him, he needed something around 24’
(7.3m). With Alexander Vrolijk (son of yacht designer Rolf
Vrolijk) and Jan Kuhnert, both of Judel/Vrolijk & Co.,
Hamburg, Germany, and a bottle of Bordeausx, they con-
ceived what Boden describes as “a small, fast sailing ship
that would be racy but yet alfordable. Simple and inexpen-
sive, yet very seaworthy.”

They also wanted to appeal to a younger audience,
eschewing traditional marketing methods. The project took
a favorable turn in a new direction with fresh thinking
when they met Michael Adlkofer, a professor of industrial
design at the University of Hanover, who suggested that they
make the design a project for his 18 students. Boden gave
them “no brief, no mood boards, nothing,” he says. “We
were aiming for what we call ‘mind freedom.”

“Sailing is a fun sport,” he says, “but very often it is not
presented like that. We wanted to change it. So we pub-
lished the whole development of Bente 24 in blogs, news
portals, and on Facebook. Bente is not only a boat, it's an
event.”

Facebook followers, whe numbered 20,000, also contrib-
uted ideas on the project as it progressed. Once the design
was complete, a prototype hull (without rig and appendages)
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The Aspen crew, while motoring along at top speed in
the dark, ran over a floating tree, complete with all its
branches. “After checking the boat and finding no damage,
we proceeded,” Graf said, “but at a slower speed!”

Both challengers found ways to improve their vessels
going forward, and they discovered one problem in com-
mon: some instrument lights at the helm could not be
dimmed enough so that they wouldn’t interfere with night
vision. Both builders have dealt with that issue, and also
noted that crimped electrical connections are not as good
as soldered ones when bashing through rough water for
extended periods of time.

The Arrowcat crew noted that the Verado stock props
had to be changed as the boat burned off fuel. They also
noted that the vessel might perform better if fuel was car-
tied a bit farther forward.

Aspen noted that a bulkhead, bolted into place to
dampen sound, did not work as well as planned, so it will
be mechanically fastened and bonded to the surrounding
structure on future builds, Graf said.

Both builders agree the Challenge gave them an opportu-
nity to test their boats in a way that regular boating could
not. “That's why we do these challenges,” Graf said, “and
for the fun, of course!”

Graf, when he was president of Glacier Bay Catamarans,
was the first builder to successfully complete the Bermuda
Challenge. —Roger McAfee

COURTLESY BENTE U

The Bente 24 (24.6'/7.5m), an open-transom, hard-chine hull-
form, was in some respects the product of a social media experi-
ment, in which Facebook followers joined in on the project.

was exhibited at the 2014 Hamburg International Boat
Show and drew considerable interest.

Then a builder for the hard-chine, open-transom hull-
form was sought and found: Yacht Service in Swiatowida,
Poland, which also makes hulls for X-Yachts and numer-
ous others. Production was scheduled to begin in August
2015, employing infusion and a foam kit from DIAB with
Divinycell HM80, Divinycell Matrix 10-8, and Divinycell
PX300. The boat will have a cast-iron lifting keel with lead
bulb. Auxiliary power is a Torqeedo electric outhoard.

In keeping with current techy trends, Boden and Vrolijk
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Invest In A Pamtmg

Epzicmes thcht Coatmgs provide cn exceptional
refurn on invesiment. Absolutely stunning when
rolled and tipped or sprayed, our two-part
Polyurethane, Mono-urethane, and single
component “Bootlak” Yacht Enamel will deliver
a long lasting, mirror-like finish thet will have
heads turning. (Epifanes clecan finishes will too.)
In high-gloss or satin at your local chandlery.
Or online at epifanes.com.

EPIFANES &

AALSMEER, HOLLAND = THOMASTON, MAINE = ABERDEEN, HONG KONG

1-800-269-0961 = www.epifanes.com
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