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“This is not a blast 
through the open ocean 
from one location to 
another,” said PY editor 
Dale Miller. “Depending 
on the route chosen and 
time of year, a challenger 
will have to face potentially ex-
treme sea conditions, tidal ranges 
of more than 16 feet and currents ex-
ceeding 12 knots.”

The event, which is being called The PY 
Pacific Challenge, will put a premium on 
boat design, boat construction, fuel ef-
ficiency and seamanship. Boats will be 
able to compete individually at any time 
of the year and can choose to circumnav-
igate Vancouver Island from Victoria to 
Victoria clockwise or counter clockwise, 
a distance of 580 nautical miles. 

“We anticipate the elapsed time for the 
Challenge will be reduced, over time, 
as builders and engine manufacturers 
strive to improve their products,” ex-
plained Miller.

The record holder will have the details 
of their trip inscribed on a perpetual 
trophy. In addition to the under 40-foot 
class, there will be three additional class-
es: all electric powerboats, powerboats 
that require one refueling stop and an 
experimental class. Details will be an-
nounced in the near future.

Introducing the  
PY Pacific Challenge
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Pacific Yachting is issuing a challenge to owners of production powerboats 
of 40 feet or less to circumnavigate Vancouver Island in the least amount of 

time using only the fuel that can be carried on board.  

Inspiration for the 
PY Pacific Challenge 
comes from the Bermu-

da Challenge issued by 
Boating Magazine back in 

1994. Over the past 20 years 
nearly a dozen crews have 

taken up the challenge to cross 
the 700 miles from New York to St. 

George, Bermuda. It remains as one 
of the East Coast’s most prestigious off-

shore powerboating events, and Pacific 
Yachting hopes to emulate that success 
and excitement on the West Coast. 

Boaters who want to tackle the PY Pa-
cific Challenge should contact Dale Mill-
er at Pacific Yachting for rules and regu-
lations. Please note that Pacific Yachting 
is only covering the event and issuing a 
trophy, and boaters enter the challenge 
solely at their own risk, with their own 
planning, preparations, timing, liabili-
ties and logistics. 

“We’re proud and delighted to issue 
this challenge,” said Miller. “This is a way 
for Pacific Yachting to help contribute to 
the creation of more fuel efficient ves-
sels, which is a win-win for both boat 
owners and the environment.” 

“Also, sailboat racers have had a mo-
nopoly on the excitement of competition 
in our waters for long enough, it’s time 
for the powerboaters to have a go!”
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